
 
 

   

             

    
         

       
 

 

  

  
 

  
  

   

   
   

  
 

 
 

 
      

     
 

    
    

     
    

    

    
   

    
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA – BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY	 Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Board of Behavioral Sciences 
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite S200, Sacramento, CA 95834 

Telephone: (916) 574-7830 TTY: (800) 326-2297 
www.bbs.ca.gov 

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL CLINICAL COUNSELORS:
 

ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT OF COUPLES AND FAMILIES
 

The scope of practice for Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors (LPCCs) includes the 
assessment and treatment of individuals and groups. It does not include the assessment or 
treatment of couples or families unless the LPCC meets specific qualifications defined in 
California law* as follows: 

Scope of Practice Qualifications to Assess and Treat Couples and Families 

1. Six (6) semester units or nine (9) quarter units specifically focused on the theory and
application of marriage and family therapy OR a named specialization or emphasis
area on the qualifying degree in marriage and family therapy; marital and family
therapy; marriage, family, and child counseling; or couple and family therapy.

AND 
2. No less than 500 hours of documented supervised experience working directly with

couples, families, or children.
AND 

3. A minimum of six (6) hours of continuing education (CE) specific to marriage and
family therapy during each license renewal cycle. The six (6) hours will count toward
the required overall 36 hours of CE.

NEW REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017 
Board Confirmation of Qualifications Must be Provided to Clients and Supervisees 

Effective January 1, 2017, LPCCs must obtain written confirmation from the Board stating that 
he or she meets the requirements to assess and treat couples and families prior to assessing 
or treating a couple or family client. Additionally, LPCCs must do the following: 

• Provide a copy of the Board’s written confirmation to couple or family clients prior to
commencement of treatment. LPCCs already in the process of treating a couple or family
must provide the client with a copy of the confirmation before any further sessions take
place on or after January 1, 2017; AND

*Business and Professions Code section 4999.20 and Title 16, California Code of Regulations, sections
1820.5 and 1820.7, available in the Board’s Statutes and Regulations. 
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• Provide a copy of the Board’s written confirmation to the types of supervisees listed below,
prior to commencement of supervision:

o A marriage and family therapist trainee or associate marriage and family therapist

o A LPCC or Associate Professional Clinical Counselor who is gaining the supervised 
experience necessary to treat couples or families

o LPCCs already in the process of supervising any of the above individuals must
provide the supervisee with a copy of the confirmation before any further supervision
is conducted on or after January 1, 2017.

The Request for Confirmation of Qualifications to Assess and Treat Couples and Families form 
is available on the Board’s website. 

Obtaining Supervised Experience with Couples, Families or Children 

Associate Professional Clinical Counselors and LPCC licensees are temporarily 
exempt from the scope of practice limitation while gaining supervised experience, if 
obtained under the direct supervision of any of the following California licensees who have 
been practicing for at least two (2) years: 

• A LPCC who has already met the scope of practice qualifications to treat couples 
and families and, after January 1, 2017, has obtained written confirmation from the 
Board of meeting the qualifications to treat couples and families;

• A Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist; OR

• Any of the following who have sufficient education and experience in treating couples
and families to competently practice couples and family therapy in California:

o Licensed Clinical Social Worker

o Licensed Clinical Psychologist

o Licensed Physician Certified in Psychiatry by the American Board of Psychiatry
and Neurology

Additionally, the supervisor must have received professional training in supervision, may not 
have provided therapeutic services to the supervisee, and must have a current and valid 
license that is not under suspension or probation. 

Professional Clinical Counselor Students/Trainees are permitted to treat couples and 
families as part of their supervised practicum experience, but may not count that experience 
toward the 500 hours required to treat couples and families. 

2 of 2 

http://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/lpcc_met-lmft-reqmt_app.pdf




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		lpc_scope_practice.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

